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In an article dated June 19, NEW YORK TIMES correspondent James LeMoyne provides a sketch of
recent evidence that the some units of the Salvadoran military are once again resorting to murder
and torture to suppress pressure by rebels and supporters. Last week, soldiers slashed the throats
of three peasants they accused of supporting the rebels. The three are now recovering in a hospital
in San Salvador, where they were interviewed. All three, who are from near the village of La Laguna
in Chalatenango department, said that soldiers attacked them and that they believed the soldiers
belonged to either the Fourth Brigade or the Delloso Battalion. "Soldiers took me and accused
me of distributing guerrilla propaganda," said Jose Bertillio Alvarado. "I denied it, but they said
I was a guerrilla anyway. They stabbed me in the throat three times and left me for dead." The
two other men said they were captured by soldiers on the same evening, accused of helping the
guerrillas and then stabbed or slashed in the neck repeatedly. According to LeMoyne, the victims
appear to have survived through remarkable luck. Their relatives were able to help them after the
attack and the soldiers who reportedly slashed them did not check to make sure they were dead.
A peasant in a nearby village was also reportedly stabbed in the throat, but escaped across the
nearby Honduran border, according to witnesses of the attack. The soldiers also raped the wives
of two of the stabbed peasants. A military spokesman denied soldiers were involved in the attacks
on the three men, saying the army "knows nothing about it." President Jose Napoleon Duarte said
he would investigate the incident, a pledge he has made but failed to carry out in other cases of
reported army abuses. A US Embassy official said he had not heard of the attacks. San Salvador
Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas last week denounced the report killing of five peasants in the
eastern department of San Miguel. The archbishop accused soldiers pertaining to the Arce Battallion
for the murders. The five men were suspected of helping the guerrillas. They were reportedly
shot and dumped in a well in the village of Los Palitos. The Arce Battalion is commanded by Col.
Mauricio Staben, who is believed by US officials to have overseen the killing of perhaps hundreds
of people suspected of being leftists in the past and who last year was accused of helping to run
a kidnapping ring. Staben has denied the charges, but he is one of the most feared men in the
military and the Arce Battalion is regularly cited as the leading abuser of human rights among
army units. Security forces are also suspected in the disappearance of three men in the western
city of Santa Ana last month. In addition the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN)
has accused the army of refusing to treat, and then torturing to death, a wounded rebel in Santa
Ana department and also of killing four wounded rebels, one of them an amputee, that the army
captured in Chalatenango in northern El Salvador last week. In another incident in May, two
members of the Sicafe Coffee Processing Workers Union and a friend accompanying them vanished
after being seized by armed men in Santa Ana. The army battalion there has long been accused of
killing a small number of suspected leftists. The army said it has no knowledge of the incident. In
the last two weeks a notorious death squad, the Maximiliano Hernandez Martinez Brigade, made
public in San Salvador a list of university students and teachers it intends to kill unless they leave
the country. The brigade is named after the dictator who massacred at least 10,000 people in 1932 to
suppress a peasant uprising. (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 06/19/87, 06/22/87)
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